278            AFTER    THESE    MANY    QUESTS
although Arnheim had been a grim and expensive business from the military standpoint, nevertheless no member of the Press party, either among correspondents or conducting officers, was killed, though one correspondent was taken prisoner.
Lord Burnham made no attempt to minimise the dangers of an airborne show, but somehow I found this chat with the organiser of the perimeter at Dunkirk a great morale-raiser. Next day I met our military critic, Lieutenant-General Martin, and it was from him that I had the first confirmation of the belief in the back of my mind that we were to make the Rhine crossing. But even he did not know for certain.
Meanwhile the news that the Americans had established the Remagen bridgehead and were rapidly extending it made me wonder whether, after all, the airborne effort would be considered necessary. However, all conjecture was set at rest when on the afternoon of March 19 my office telephone rang and Shaef told me to report to their office at the Ministry of Information by 9.45 on the following morning. I went off to my home at Angmering-on-Sea in a gloomy, overwrought mood, wondering whether any of the office workers and family men in my compartment, who made this same dreary journey in an overcrowded compartment day after day, realised that one among them might be their travelling companion for the last time.
That night I made my simple preparations for departure, helped by my wife, who concealed her feelings with great courage, for such a sensitive soul. All I took was a water-bottle, a shoulder pack containing a clean shirt and some handkerchiefs, one blanket and my fleece-lined trench coat. Then next morning, after the 'painful ordeal of farewell, I went trudging down the street in the half-light, to catch the 7.46 train to Victoria. My uniform drew some inquisitive glances, especially from a journalistic colleague whom I met on the platform. But no questions were asked and I kept my counsel, reflecting once again upon the impossibility of concealing that there was " something doing."d that this one was quite likely to be cancelled like the rest. He also pointed out thatentioned, the Megara landings had impressed me with the efficiency oftribute to him was contained in the straightforward language of Gort's despatch on Dunkirk.ucing up" for its turn on the radio to ]
